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Need a touch of magic in your life? Check out these Young Adult books… 
 
Alton, Steve   The Malifex 

In the Dorset, England, countryside on a family vacation, a video game fanatic reluctantly 
embarks on a quest to battle an ancient evil, aided by the daughter of a Wiccan and a man once 
apprenticed to Merlin. Sequel: The Firehills 

 

Barron, T. A.  Child of the Dark Prophecy 
In accordance with prophecy, Avalon's existence is threatened in the year that stars stop shining 
and at the time when both the dark child and Merlin's heir are to be revealed. 
Sequel: Shadows on the Stars 

 

Black, Holly   Tithe: A Modern Faerie Tale 
Sixteen-year-old Kaye, who has been visited by faeries since childhood, discovers that she 
herself is a magical faerie creature with a special destiny. 

 

Bray, Libba   A Great and Terrible Beauty 
After the suspicious death of her mother in 1895, sixteen-year-old Gemma returns to England, 
after many years in India, to attend a finishing school where she becomes aware of her magical 
powers and ability to see into the spirit world. 

 

Calhoun, Dia  Avielle of Rhia 
Taught to hate and fear the heritage that sets her apart from most people of the kingdom, fifteen-
year-old Princess Avielle of Rhia must finally embrace the magic of her Dredonian ancestors to 
save the very people who scorn her. 

 

Chima, Cinda Williams The Warrior Heir 
After learning about his magical ancestry and his own warrior powers, sixteen-year-old Jack 
embarks on a training program to fight enemy wizards. Companion novel: The Wizard Heir 

 

Constable, Kate  The Singer of All Songs 
Calwyn, a young priestess of ice magic, or "chantment," joins with other chanters who have 
different magical skills to fight a sorcerer who wants to claim all powers for his own. 
Sequel: The Waterless Sea 

 

Harrison, Mette Ivie Mira, Mirror 
Long after the disappearance of Snow White's stepmother, the witch trapped in her mirror 
manipulates a desperate peasant and a merchant's daughter to seek the magic she needs to 
gain her freedom, but the girls show her a power far greater. 

 

Jones, Diana Wynne The Merlin Conspiracy 
Roddy and Nick, two teenagers with magical powers they are just learning to use, find that they 
must work together to save Roddy's home world of Blest from destruction by power-hungry 
wizards. 
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Landon, Dena  The Shapeshifter’s quest 
To atone for the misdeed of an ancestor, teen-aged Syanthe, a shape-shifter, journeys outside 
the safety of the forest where she has always lived to learn the secret of the evil king's magic. 

 

Mahy, Margaret  Alchemy 
Seventeen-year-old Roland discovers that an unpopular girl in his school is studying alchemy and 
finds that their destiny is linked with that of a power-hungry magician. 

 

Marillier, Juliet  Wildwood Dancing 
Five sisters who live with their merchant father in Transylvania use a hidden portal in their home 
to cross over into a magical world, the Wildwood. 

 

McNaughton, Janet An Earthly Knight 
In 1162 in Scotland, sixteen-year-old Jenny Avenel falls in love with the mysterious Tam Lin while 
being courted by the king's brother and must navigate the tides of tradition and the power of 
ancient magic to define her own destiny. 

 

Melling, O. R.  The Hunter’s Moon 
Two teenage cousins, one Irish, the other from the United States, set out to find a magic doorway 
to the Faraway Country, where humans must bow to the little people. Sequel: The Summer King 

 

Mlynowski, Sarah  Frogs and French Kisses 
Love spells run amok in New York City when high school freshman Rachel asks her younger 
sister, who is a witch, for magical help in winning the affection of heartthrob Raf Kosravi. 

 

Mosley, Walter  47 
Number 47, a fourteen-year-old slave boy growing up under the watchful eye of a brutal master in 
1832, meets the mysterious Tall John, who introduces him to a magical science and also teaches 
him the meaning of freedom. 

 

Napoli, Donna Jo  Breath 
Elaborates on the tale of "The Pied Piper," told from the point of view of a boy who is too ill to 
keep up when a piper spirits away the healthy children of a plague-ridden town after being 
cheated out of full payment for ridding Hameln of rats. 

 

Paolini, Christopher Eragon 
In Aagaesia, a fifteen-year-old boy of unknown lineage called Eragon finds a mysterious stone 
that weaves his life into an intricate tapestry of destiny, magic, and power, peopled with dragons, 
elves, and monsters. 
 

Pratchett, Terry  A Hat Full of Sky 
Tiffany Aching, a young witch-in-training, learns about magic and responsibility as she battles a 
disembodied monster with the assistance of the six-inch-high Wee Free Men and Mistress 
Weatherwax, the greatest witch in the world. 

 

Russon, Penni  Breathe 
Although Undine is excited about leaving Tasmania for a trip to see her father in Greece, she is 
also conflicted about using the magic that wells up inside her and confused about her personal 
relationships, including the one with her best friend Trout. 

 

Sedgwick, Marcus  The Book of Dead Days 
With the help of his servant and an orphan girl, a magician named Valerian searches graveyards, 
churches, and underground waterways for a book he hopes will save him from a pact he has 
made with evil. 

 

Weaver, Will   Defect 
After spending most of his life in Minnesota foster homes hiding a bizarre physical abnormality, 
fifteen-year-old David is offered a chance at normalcy, but must decide if giving up what makes 
him special is the right thing to do. 


